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El Sol Academy, a dual-immersion charter school founded in 2001 with 110 
students, now enrolls nearly 1,000 students in preschool through eighth grade. El 
Sol Academy continues to grow in both size and achievement with high 
expectations for students’ success. 

El Sol has been named a Bright Spot Awardee by The White House Initiative on 
Educational Excellence for Hispanics, the California Charter School of the Year, a 
California Distinguished School, a Title I Academic Achievement Awardee, a 
California Association for Bilingual Educators Seal of Excellence Award, a 
Campaign for Business & Education Excellence (CBEE) STAR awardee. 

These distinguished awards highlight the unique dual-immersion curriculum that 
teaches advanced levels of knowledge and proficiency in English and Spanish. El 
Sol ensures students’ success by employing a thorough and diverse curriculum, 
exemplary professional development for teachers, commitment to parental 
involvement, and supplementary programs. 

Our extended day program offers intensive academic instruction for struggling 
students while also incorporating rich, cultural enrichment activities. El Sol’s 
preschool establishes strong early-childhood foundational skills while the SOS-El 
Sol Wellness Center, a Federally Qualified Health Center, provides a wide range 
of health services for El Sol’s families. 

El Sol Academy uses six pillars: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring, and citizenship to build great character in each individual student. 
Moreover, the El Sol faculty and staff are committed to teaching students how to 
be exemplary citizens in both the local and global community. 

El Sol Academy invites you to navigate through the report to learn more about the 
school community, curriculum, programs and culture, or visit the campus to truly 
immerse yourself in the vibrant El Sol experience. 

Regards, 

Monique Daviss

M o n i q u e  D a v i s s
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Socioeconomically 
Disadvantaged

English Language 
Learners

Total Students

71%

49%

K-8

Grades

906

Demographics

2
94% Latino, 1% Black, 1% Asian, 2% White
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Students are taught in a dual language 
(Spanish/English) setting, following a 90/10 dual 
language acquisition model. The program begins 

with a greater amount of Spanish in the early years 
in order to provide a solid basis for future 

academics. This dual immersion approach allows 
students to develop a solid foundation in their 

primary language before advancing in the 
secondary language. 

Insert El Sol student sciene 
picture here

STEAM

A large percentage of El Sol students 
will be the first in their family to 
graduate from high school and/or 
college, and are underrepresented in
fields of STEM. At El Sol, students are 
taught science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics 
education, while also acquiring a 
refined artistic ability.
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90/10 Model
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Students are taught in a dual language (Spanish/ English) setting, 
following a 90/10 dual language acquisition model. The program begins 
with a greater amount of Spanish in the early years in order to provide a 
solid basis for future academics. 

This dual immersion approach allows students to develop a foundation in 
their primary language before advancing in the secondary language. El Sol 
provides the same academic content and addresses the same standards, 
meaning that students will learn to read, write, and communicate 
effectively while achieving high levels of academic success. 



"El Sol Science and Arts Academy is one of the nation's top
schools. It offers Latino children real opportunities to live their 
American Dream." Dr. Henry Cisneros, former Secretary of the 
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development 
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Data 

Overview

El Sol beats the odds by outperforming their peers in 
Santa Ana. Only 3 local schools serving similar 
students also achieved the second highest 
performance level or higher in both Math and ELA.

El Sol has consistently improved. Overall test scores 
have steadily increased each year.

Although English Language Learners are typically 
underserved, this is not the case at El Sol. They 
outperform their peers in Santa Ana and California, 
effectively closing the achievement gap.

El Sol achieved the second highest performance 
level on the California Dashboard for both English 
Language Arts and Math.

El Sol achieved the second highest performance 
level on the California Dashboard for English Learner 
Progress as well. 

El Sol achieved the highest performance level on the 
California Dashboard for Suspension Rates. 
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More Than an 

Excellent Education

Mercado

9

Mercado El Sol officially opened in April thanks to a partnership with Second Harvest Food Bank. This is a 
mini-market where families can make a 5-minute appointment to fill two bags with the food and products 
that fit their needs. 

The market is restocked each day with meat, dairy, fresh produce, canned goods, toiletries, paper goods, 
and more. Mercado El Sol is open to the community and completely free.





Our Alumni Have Attended 

1 1

Stanford 
UC Berkeley 

American University 
UCI 

UCR 
UC Davis 

Cal State Fullerton 
Vanguard University 
Redlands University 

Cal State Dominguez Hills 
Cal State Chico 

Texas Christian University 
Santa Ana College 

Williams College 



In 2017, El Sol was officially awarded 
$25 million to begin construction on 
their brand new campus. The 
layout has several new features: 26 to 
28 classrooms and fields.

1 2

In 2016, El Sol moved into 
two historically significant houses 
adjacent to the campus. These houses 
provide additional space for 
administrative and enrichment 
activities. 

http://projectfrog.com/projects/el-sol-science-and-arts-academy
http://projectfrog.com/projects/el-sol-science-and-arts-academy
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Expanding 

our Footprint
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"El Sol’s academic progress lends optimism 
that America can expand the American Dream to 
low income students." Pete Goldmark, Former 

Head of Rockefeller Foundation 
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Operating Revenue 

and Expenses

Revenue

Expenses

School Staff 
71%

Supplies/Service 

19%

Operations 

10%

State Revenue 

88%

Federal Revenue 

6%

Grants/Donations 

4%

Other Local 
2%



Thank You to Our 

Generous Donors 

and Partners

Rabbi Arnold Rachlis 
Pamela and Andrew Horowitz 
Patricia Harrison 
Greg McFarland 
Albert Ornelas 
Fred Gomez 
Holly Gaglio 
Rosario Gutierrez 
Rhonda Esera-CFCOC 
Jonathan Glater 
Edgar Dormitorio 
Holly Gaglio 
 Sage Hill School Patricia Merz 
 Kelly and Randy Heyler 
Bob Bassett 
HMC/Project 
Curt Barwich 
Laurie Dee 
Fred Gomez 
Albert Ornelas 
Eric Smyth 
Bucky Oltmans 
Dr. Teresa Flores 
David Boyd 
Mary Borgia 
Richard Gollis 
Gilbert Ochoa 
Jonathan Glater 
Gordon McNeil 
Edgar Dormitorio 
Javier Pineda 
Michael Dawe 
Robert Gooding 
Nadine Hoffman 
Larry Tucker 1 6

The Thompson Family Foundation 
Heather Gaughan & Brandy Valdez 
Orange County Department of Education 
Orange County Community Foundation 
UCI PERC 
Judith F. Posnikoff 
Teddie Ray 
Ueberroth Family Foundation 
Jeri & Danny McKenna 
Global GLOW 
Straub Jewish Community Foundation 
Annette and Joseph Oltmans 
Sage Hill School 
Law Offices of John R. Alcorn 
Santa Ana College Foundation 
Robert and Sheryl Anderson 
The Clearinghouse CDFI 
UC Irvine Sue and Bill Gross School of Nursing 
Law Offices of John R. Alcorn 
Laura Davick & Win Rhodes 
Karina Hamilton 
National Community Renaissance of CA 
Jayne and Michael Ruane 
James Cailouette 
The California Endowment 
Holly and Joe Gaglio 
Judy and Gordon McAlpine 
Robert Anderson 
Susan Tate 
Marion L. Cosgrove Foundation 
Opus Community Foundation 
Sandy Fainbarg 
Dr. Alberto and Mrs. Nancy Manetta 
Stern Charitable Remainder Trust 
UPS 

$1,000-$5,000

$50-$750

Merrill Lynch/BoA 
Michael D. Ray 
Janet & James "Walkie" Ray 

$10,000-$25,000

Draper Family Foundation 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Hoag Hospital 
Witte-Sakamoto Family Foundation 
The Merage Foundation 

$100,000-500,000

Wells Fargo 
Bingham McCutchen, LLP 
Katie and Jim Loss 
Pat and Bill Podlich 
Weingart Foundation 
Ueberroth Family Foundation 

$550,000-$1,000,000+
Share Our Selves 
Children and Families Commission 
Lilly and Paul Merage 
Kylie Schuyler and Douglas Hodge  
Hoag Foundation 

Jonathan Nowakowski 
Jesse Berber 
Jesus Gamboa 
Audrey Ishibashi 
Eli Simon 
Tim Rupp 
Adrian Tanakeyowa 
Joel Kotkin 
Sandy Marshall 
Bryan Phillips 
Shelley Hoss 
Monica Guillena 
Karen Raab 
Dr. Eric Huang 
Tim Rupp 
Javier Pineda 
Sholmit Aizik 
Greg McFarland 
Orin Williams 
Fred Gomez 
Curt Barwich 
Robert Gooding 
Susan Kadota 
Toni Hynes 
Jonathan Nowakowski 
Jim Loss 
Bridgford, Gleason & Artinian 
Richard Serrato Anaida Colon 
Muniz 



Save Our Selves 
Hoag Hospital 
Children and Families Commission 
Healthy Smiles For Kids of OC  
UCI Program in Nursing Science 
Second Harvest Food Bank 
Sapphire in Schools 
Global Girls 

El Sol 

Foundation
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Wellness Partners

Community Partners
Unidos US  
Sage Hill School 
Chapman University 
California State University Fullerton 
Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Orange County 
Public Law Center 
Legal Aid 
Rancho Santiago Community College 

Jim Loss, President 
Teddie Ray, Vice President 
Angie Sigala, Secretary 
Sasha Talebi, Treasurer
Monique Daviss 
Edgar Dormitorio 
Karina Hamilton 
Marshall Kaplan 
Jim Perez 
Kylie Schuyler 
Howard Woo 
Jonathan Glater 

Christina Romero, President 
Kristy Ollendorff, Treasurer  
Sasha Talebi, Vice President 
Angie Sigala, Secretary 
Mac Morante, Member

Foundation Board

Board of Directors

The El Sol Foundation was formed 
this year by outstanding and 
respected business, academic, and 
community leaders from Orange 
County. The Foundation’s purpose 
is to help El Sol Academy reach out 
to the OC community and beyond 
for needed resources to sustain 
and build upon its academic 
successes. So far, they have raised 
over $3,000,000! Thank you for 
your dedication!
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